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SOFTBALL CANADA NATIONAL UMPIRE EXAM

The Officiating Development Committee acknowledges the contributions
of the following umpires in assisting with the development of this exam:

Teralyn Coleman, ON Saf Gara, ON Len Gorgei, ON
Bonnie Gostola, AB Gary Skjerven, SK Susan Statford, BC

FORMAT OF THIS EXAM IS AS FOLLOWS

Level I - answer questions T to 50 - 60% Level IV - answer questions 110 90 - 85%
Level II - answer questions 1 to 65 - 70% Level V- answer questions Tto 100 - 90%
Level Ill - answer questions 110 75 - 80%

You are required to write from question 1, up to and including the questions listed for your level, and obtain
the acceptable pass mark for the level of officiating that you are registering,

Questions 1 to 100 inclusive are True or False. The entire question must be correct in order for you to
answer “True”. Should any portion of the question be incorrect, then the response made is “False”.

All questions pertain to Fast Pitch.

Mark the most correct response (there is only one) on your answer sheet.

Please read each question carefully and double-check your answer sheet before submitting,

SOFTBALL CANADA’S UMPIRE CASEBOOK
is an excellent resource to assist in answering exam questions.

NOTE: ALL RULE INTERPRETATION REQUESTS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED TO YOUR PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL UMPIRE IN CHIEF



R LEGEND FOR ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS TEXT

B I B2 etc. - Batter FI - Pitcher OR - Designated Runner
R - Batter-Rumner F2 - (atcher DP - Designated Player
R I - Runner on Ist base F3 - Ist Baseman FLEX - the player for whom the OF bats
R2 - Runner on 2nd base F4 - 2nd Boseman U1 - Ist Bose Umpire
R3 - Runner on 3rd base F5 - 3rd Boseman U2 - 2nd Base Umpire
PU - Plate Umpire F6 - Shortstop U3 - 3nd Bose Umpire
BU - Base Umpire F7 - Left Fielder
F& - Center Figlder
9 -Right Figlder

m I \ Answer questions I - 50 inclusive on the answer sheet provided

o

14.
15.

16.

’ TRUE OR FALSE

There shall be only 3 defensive charged conferences allowed in a 7 inning game.
All plavers must wear helmets with two car flaps.

A ball is considered “outside the plaving field” when it touches the ground, a person on the ground, or an object
outside the playing area.

A listed substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his team’s starting linc-up, at the home plate
conference, and he would then be considered the starting player.

Making a fake tag 1s a form of obstruction.
Home plate may be made of wood or rubber and should be a five-sided figure.
The 10th positon in the batting order is for the Flex Plaver for whom the Designated Player is batting,

A defensive plaver must use only the fair portion of 1st base except on any live ball play made from 1st base foul
territory. Then a defensive plaver may use the toul pordon of the double base and the BR may use the fair portion.

The ball 1s live when a thrown ball strikes an umpire.
An ineligible plaver, once removed from the game, can be used as a replacement plaver.

A pitched ball hits the ground in front of home plate. The batter swings and misses the pitch as it comes up on
the bounce. The PU is correct in calling a ball on the play.

The pitching motion is deemed to have started when one hand is taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any
motion that is part of his/her wind-up.

A substitute can be any starting plaver who has left the game once and is returned to the game as a re-entry into
his original position in the batting order.

All bats must be on the ASA and ISF approved bat list.,

The offensive team leaves 2 bats leaning up against the fence outside the dugout. A thrown ball becomes blocked
by the 2 bars. There was no play on any runner at the tme so the PU shall declare the runner closet to home out.

Runners switching positions, after a conference, is considered an appeal play. The appeal must be lodged before
all of the runners who switched bases are in the dugout or the half inning is over.

Tie breaker situation and catcher is starting on 2B. The next 2 batters are put out. The coach is now allowed to
put in a replacement runner for the catcher even though the catcher did not bat.

A runner loses her helmet accidentally, while running the bases. An inficlder, in possession of the ball, makes
contact with the helmet. The detensive plaver is still capable of making a play on a runner. The PU makes no call
and allows the play to continue.
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19.
20.

21.

22,

23.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
42,

A “Dead Ball” is ruled immediately when a BR steps back toward home plate to avoid, or dclay, a tag by a fielder.

The umpires discover that 3B has been placed at the wrong distance from home plate. The distance should be
cotrected immediately before resuming further play.

An umpire may allow a proper appeal to the defensive team to achieve a fourth out in the inning, in order to
negate a run that has been scored by the offence.

In adult male categories, it is legal to drag, leap, or hop and then throw, as long as the original push starts from the
pitchers’ plate.

With no runners on base, the batter-runner is awarded a base on balls and continues to run towards 2B without
stopping at 1B. If the pitcher has control of the ball within the pitcher’s circle the batter-runner is out.

R1 and R2 with two out. The manager uses a substitute plaver as a pinch runner for R1 but does not make the
change with the PU. The batter hits the next pitch for a home run. Before a pitch to the next batter, the defense
appeals that R1’s substitution is an illegal substitute. The PU allows the appeal and no runs score.

An umpire who hinders a catcher’s attempt to throw out a runner is guilty of interference.

After suspension of play, the PU calls “Play Ball”. If one side fails to start plaving within two minutes, the PU
may forfeit the game in favour of the team not at fault.

The batters boxes are 3" wide and 7’ long, 4’ from the middle of the plate forwards and 3’ from the middle of the
plate backwards.

There are cleven (11) appeal plavs in fast pitch. One of the conditions is that an appeal must be made before the
next legal or illegal pitch.

An “infield fly” is a fair or foul fly ball that can be caught by any infielder with ordinary effort when there are
fewer than 2 out and runners on 1st and 2nd or 1st, 2nd and 3rd bases.

Catcher obstruction is an example of an “Opton Play” whereby the coach of the offended team is given the
choice of taking the enforcement of the illegal action or the result of the play.

The ball remains live until the umpire calls “Time”, which can be done when any fielder has possession of the ball
and in the umpire’s judgment, all play has ceased.

The BR overruns 1st base and clearly makes an attempt to go to 2nd base. He then decides to return to 1st base,
slides to the orange portion of the safe bag and is tagged and ruled “Out”.

An “illegal substitutc” is a player who has entered the game without being announced to the PU.

The batter fails to enter the batter’s box within 10 seconds after “Play Ball” has been called. This warrants a strike
being called on the batter.

A batted ball is hit to F6, who overthrows the ball at first base. The ball hits the coach. The ball settles in foul
territory. The PU rules a “Blocked Ball” and advances the runners two bases.

A player sustains an injury and is bleeding. He is withdrawn from play and the replacement player may act in his
place for the remainder of that inning only.

All defensive players must be in fait territory, with the exception of the catcher who must be in the catcher’s box,
upon the delivery of a pitch by the pitcher.

On a single by B8, R2 is rounding 3rd base when he trips and stumbles to the ground. The 3rd base coach assists
R2 to his feet and R2 subsequently scores. This run is allowed by the PU.

The pitcher throws a pitch that goes behind the batter’s head, strikes his bat then lands in foul territory. Plate
umpire calls “Foul” and rules a strike on the batter.

In running the bases the batter-runner rounds first base on the way to second, but while rounding first, runs 15-
feet out of the base line on the way to second base. The umpire should call the batter-runner out for being out of
the base line.

Only the PU can forfeit a game and call balls and strikes.

The PU is right to stop a game that he/she feels puts the umpire, players and/or spectators at risk.
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43.

44,

46.
47.

48.

49.

50.

B5 has a count of 1 ball and 2 strikes. B5 swings at the next pitch but the ball hits her hands and rolls into foul
territory. The PU should signal “foul ball” and have B5 return to the batter’s box.

If two offensive coaches confer a second time in the same inning, the coach initiating the second conference will
be ¢jected.

A cast that is properly covered with protective material may be worn in a game.
In Senior female categories, pitchers are allowed to crow hop to deliver the ball.

A substitute can be any starting plaver who has left the game once and is returned to the game as a re-entry into
his original position in the batting order.

Violation of the re-entry rule results in the ejection of the manager/coach and the removal of the illegal re-
entered plaver.

Bases loaded, two out, B reccives a walk. R3 scores the winning run. In jubilation the plavers gather around
home plate. The defense correctly appeals that B6 did not touch 1st base. BU is correct in calling B6 out
cancelling the run. The tied game continues.

A batted ball that comes to rest on home plate 1s ruled a “Fair Ball”.

m'/ﬁ‘\ Answer questions 1 - 65 inclusive on the answer sheet provided
Ly

56.

57.

58.

60.

61.

62.

063.

—— TRUE OR FALSE

Youth players are prohibited trom wearing metal cleats.

During a live ball situation, a player becomes injured and in the umpire’s judgment requires immediate attention.
The umpire will then call “Time”.

The line-up card must show the first initial and last name only in the order in which the players are scheduled to bat.

The bases are loaded. R2 intentionallv interteres with F6% fielding of a ground ball. In this scenario, R2 is
declared “Out” for interference and the immediate succeeding runner shall also be called “Out”. R3 must also
return to 3rd base and BR stavs at first.

B7 hits a flv ball into the outfield towards F9. The ball hits F9’s glove as she tries to catch the ball and it deflects
into dead ball territory. The batter runnet has alrcady passed 1B when the ball goes dead. The umpire should
award the batter-runner third basc.

R3, when B6 hits a pitched ball into the air to the outfield. R3 waits until the ficlder catches the ball and then is
gently tapped on the leg by the 3rd base coach. The umpire rules R3 “Out” immediately.

In the third inning F6 is requested to remove a necklace. F6 objects to this request and refuses to remove the
jewellery. The umpire subsequently ejects [F6.
R2. B4 hits a ground ball to I'6, who moves toward the hit ball. R2 running toward third, goes outside the base

line to avoid contact with F6. No call is made and R2 is safe at 3rd.

B4 is the on deck batter and is in the on deck circle on the opposite side from his bench. PU requests that he
return to the on deck circle beside his team’s bench area.

During the pitching motion, Il litts his pivot foot, off the pitcher’s plate, then replaces his foot at the end of the
pitcher’s plate upon delivery. PU calls “lllegal Pitch™.

Plate umpires and base umpires may correct and/or rectify any situation which results in the reversal of an
umpire’s decision, as long as it occurs prior to the next legal or illegal pitch,

Batter hits a slow roller down the 1st base line. I'3 picks up the ball, in an attempt to tag the BR coming down the
line. The BR steps backward toward home plate, avoiding the tag and then continues on to first base. BU calls BR
safe at first. This call is protestable.

Batter hits the pitched ball to F6, who fields the ball and throws to F3 for the out at Ist. As soon as the play is
over, the offensive coach appeals to the umpire that F6 1s wearing a trapper. The umpire agrees with the otfensive
coach and with approval of the coach nullifics the play.
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(4.

05.

R1, BR hits a hard liner to right ticld. The BR, a speedster, catches up to R1 and when the throw comes in from
F9, both runners are standing on 3rd base. F5 touches BR with the ball and the umpire declares the BR “Out”.

Defensive coach requests time for a conference. At the same time, the 3rd base offensive coach moves to 1st base
to confer with his other coach, for a second timce in the inning, The offensive coach initiating the conference will
be ejected from the game.

.]E! "I Answer questions 1 - 75 inclusive on the answer sheet provided

66.

6

=)

68.

69.

71.

TRUE OR FALSE.

B7 hits a long flv ball into the corner in left field. The ball hits the top of the fence and then bounces oft F7 and
over the fence in foul territory. The umpire rules “Home Run” and “Dead Ball™.

. With 1 out, R1 passes R2 between 2B and 3B after a legally batted ball. The correct call would be to have R out

tor passing, with the ball remaining live and remaining runners are still in jeopardy.

R3, B4 at bat. F5 is plaving deep behind 3rd base. B4 hits a line drive which hits R3’s leg in fair territory while he
is standing on the base. There is no fence along the 3rd base side and the ball deflects out of play. PU calls “Dead
Ball”, as F5 had a play on the ball. R3 remains at 3rd and B4 is awarded Ist.

R1 leaves 1B on the release of the pitch. B8 attempts a drag bunt. After bunting the ball, B8 drops the bat over
fair territory and the bat hits the ball. R1 had rounded 2B prior to the bat making contact with the ball. The PU
rules “Dead Ball”, B8 out and R1 must return to 1B,

With no outs and R1 on 2B, B2 swings at strike three, and the catcher misses the ball and it rolls out in front of
the plate. B2 immediately moves to run to 1B and F2 stops to let B2 by before trving to pick up the ball. The
umpire calls “Dead Ball” and the batter our for interference.

R1 with 1 out. The first pitch to the next batter is a wild pitch advancing R1 to 2nd base. The defense then
correctly appeals that the batter is an illegal substitution. The BU removes the illegal batter from the game, rules
him ineligible. The new substitute assumes the at bat with 1 ball and the runner stavs at second.

R1 when B3 hits a single to right field. R1 is on his way to 3rd base when I'6 steps in front of him slowing him
down. The throw comes into 3rd and R1 is tagged out. The base umpire should signal “OBSTRUCTION™ and
signal delayed dead ball as soon as he sees it and immediately call “DEAD BALI” when R1 is tagged and rule
him safe.

The batter hits a pitched ball on the ground to F5 who slightly bobbles the ball but still makes a strong throw to
first base. F3 receives the thrown ball just ahead of the BR. The feet of both F3 and BR are on the white portion
of the double base resulting in a collision causing the ball to be jarred loose from F3. The BU calls runner safe.

The count is two balls and two strikes. The batter is swinging at the next pitch and the ball contacts her hands in
the strike zone. This is a dead ball and strike three on the batter and batter is out,

The ball remains live, when the batter is called out for stepping directly in front of the catcher to the other batter’s
box, while the pitcher is taking the signal, or appears to be taking a signal from the pitcher’s plate.

.m IV Answer questions 1 - 90 inclusive on the answer sheet provided.

76.

77.

TRUE OR FALSE.

R3, R1, 1 out. BY hits pitched ball that dribbles slowly along ground toward pitcher who fields ball and throws the
ball towards F3 covering first base. B9, who is now running alongside of the three foot line in fair territory, is hit
with the thrown ball while his right foot is just touching the three foot line. PU rules, “Dead Ball”, B9 ruled out,
runners return to their last base touched at time of the pitch.

R1, with no outs. The batter hits ball in the air above first base in fair territory. R1 runs into F3 fielding the ball.
Umpire immediately calls dead ball. F4 comes over and makes the catch on the ball. There arec now two outs.

There are two outs and the bases arc loaded. The next pitched ball is called ball four on the batter. R1 advances
to 2B, touching the base, and in the same motion takes two steps beyond 2B. F2 throws the ball to F6 who tags
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79.

80.

81.

83.

84,

80.

87.

88.

89.

(),

R1 while he is off 2B. R3 has vet to touch home plate. The BU rules R1 out for being off the base and the run
does not count because it is a timing play.

R2, 1 out. B8 hits a ball to the outtield where F9 fields the ball and throws it home in an attempt to gun down R2
who is trying to score from sccond base. The catcher is straddling the plate while waiting for the ball. The catcher
receives the ball as R2 slides between the legs of the catcher touching home plate then roughly rises and pushes

the catcher off his feet. The PU calls obstruction on the catcher, rules R2 safe and then ejects R2 from the game.

BR hits a solid single to right field, As he rounds 1st base he slips and falls. The alert right ficlder quickly throws
the ball to '3 who applies the sweep tag on the BR. However, in doing so, the ball comes loose and rolls into the
dugout. The BU calls “Dead Ball” and awards the BR 3rd base, which is 2 bases from the time of the throw. This
is the correct award!

B7 hits a ground ball to F6. Upon leaving the batter’s box he drops his bat in front of home plate. F6 throws
home to prevent R3 from scoring, The thrown ball hits B7’s bat. In this scenario, the ball is dead and R3 will be
called “Our” because this is a type of offensive interference.

The bases arc loaded, with two out. Bl has a count of three balls and two strikes. The next pitch is swung at and
missed as it skips off the ground and into F2% glove. F2 rolls the ball back toward the pitcher’s circle, apparently
thinking the inning is over. The batter begins to run to 1st base. F1 picks up the ball and throws it wildly toward
1st base. The ball rolls into right ficld allowing the base runners to score as the BR slides into 3rd base. F4
correctly appeals that the BR missed 2nd base. The BU rules that the BR is out. The umpires decide that since R1
had not touched home before the BR missed 2nd base that only two runs would score.

1 out, R3. B7 has a count of 3 balls and 1 strike. On the release of the next pitch, R3 heads home on an
attempted steal. The batter steps out of the batter’s box and fouls oft the pitched ball. As the plate umpire you
immediately call “Foul Ball”, and send R3 back to third base and B7 will continuce her at bat with a full count.

In the bottom of the 7th inning, the home team is down by one run. There are two out, R2 and R3 when B8 hirs
a hard liner that 6 misplays hitﬁng him in the leg, The ball ricochets to the fence along third base line. R2 and R3
score as 7 picks up the ball. The batter who has strained his knee on the hit, slowly and painfully heads to first
base. F7 seeing this, fires the ball to F3 who touches the bag just before the BR touches first base. The umpire
calls “Out” and the visiting team wins the game,

At the end of the inning, the defensive player, I'4 Davis, leaves her glove on the fence post beside the dugout. In
the top of the next inning, R1 and R3, when the baster hits a line drive to F6. 16 catches the ball and attempts to
put out R1 who is off the bag trying to return to 1B, R3 is also heading back into 3B. The throw is a bit oft line
and the ball hits the glove on the fence, sending the ball out into foul territory behind first base. Itis correct for

the PU to call, “Dead Ball”, rule R1 out and place R3 back on third base.

With no outs, R1 on first base and B2 scheduled to bat, B4 comes to bat instead and grounds into a double play.
Before the next batter steps into the batter’s box, the defence appeals that B4 batted out of order. The Umpire
rules that the double play stands and that B2 is also declared out for the third out of the inning,

R2. The batter hits a pitched ball toward F6 who picks up the ball and throws it out of play. R2 is awarded home
and the BR is awarded 2B. The BR touches 1B and is standing on 2B when R2 misses home plate. The PU should
allow a dead ball appeal on R2 missing the plate, once the ball comes back into play.

When an offensive plaver over-slides home plate, causing him/her to lose contact with the plate, (s)he is in
jeopardy of being tagged out by a defensive player with control ot the ball.

There are runners at 1st and 3rd with one out. A pitched ball is hit on the ground to I'3 who fields the ball,
touches 1st and then throws the ball to 2nd where R1 is tagged out. R3 had scored before the tag at second base.
There are three outs and the run counts.

With R2, the batter hits a fly ball to right centre field. F9 calls for the ball but has the ball bounce our of his glove.
'8 who is backing up I'9 catches the ball before it hits the ground. The umpire calls the batter “Out” with the
catch. R2 rageed up and lett 2nd basc when I'9 first touched the ball and proceeded to 3rd base. The defence
appeals to the umpire that R2 left early. The umpire should call R2 *Out” on the appeal.
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m V) Answer questions 1 - 100 inclusive on the answer sheet provided

92.

94,

96.

97.

98.

99.

100,

Y/ TRUE OR FALSE

R1, R3, 1 out. The runner on first is off with the pitch trying to steal 2nd base. B9 swings at the pitched ball. The
p1tched ball deflects off the top of catcher’s glove and goes directly to the catcher’s chest and then bounces into
the catcher’s glove, where it is held securely. Umpire calls and signals a “Foul Ball” and returns runners to base
they held at time of pitch.

R1 and R2, 2 out, new batter. PU makes the line-up change and announces a new batter. Batter hits first pitch
to the outfield and as the ball is hit the catcher vells illegal bat. Runners both score and R1 picks up the bat and
carries it into dug-out, Time is called, when F2 notifies PU that the bat was illegal. The PU goes to dug-out
retrieves alleged bat and removes bat from game to. No other action is taken.

There are runners at 1st and 2nd. The BR hits a line drive with both runners scoring and the BR is heading for
third base. The throw from the outfield comes in over the head of the third baseman. This park is totally fenced
in with each dug out area having one gate to get into the bench area. As the thrown ball ricochets off the fence it
rolls into the offensive team’s dug out because the door to the dugout was left open by the bat boy retrieving the
bat of the BR. PU rules “Decad Ball” and leaves the batter runner at third base,

In the 4th inning of a Canadian Championship game, the tournament supervisor decides the game can no
longer be continued because of the heavy fog in the outfield. It is correct for the PU to stop the game based
on the tournament supervisor’s decision. The game will be declared not a regulation game and replayved from
the beginning.

Therc are runners on Ist and 2nd with fewer than two outs. The batter hits a pitched ball above the infield. The
shortstop and second baseman move into position, on the outside of the basc path, to catch the pop-up. Due to
poor communications, they bump into each other, causing them to misjudge the fly ball which falls to the ground
in front ot the two fielders. The ball bounces up and makes contact with R2 who is just off 2nd base. Two outs
are recorded on the play.

There is a runner on 2nd basc when the batter hits a single to right field. While the ball is in play, the on-deck
batter tries to pick up the bat and remove it from the playving ﬁeld but in a panic drops the bat in front of home
plate. I'8 throws the ball home as R2 is rounding third base and is heading home. The thrown ball hits the bat and
bounces out of I'2’s reach. R2 proceeds home and scores. The BR ends up at 2nd on the throw. The PU declares
a “Dcad Ball” situation and rerurns R2 to 3rd base and the BR to 1st base.

With R2, BY hits a single to center field. R2 heads for home but does not touch 3rd base. The throw from

center goes toward home and R2 realizes her error and tries to get back to 3rd base when she is obstructed and
subsequently tagged out by a fielder before she could reach the base. The PU rules “Dead Ball”, obstruction, and
R2 safc at third. The defense can now appeal that R2 missed 3rd base.

R2 and R3. The batter has a count of 2 Balls and 2 Strikes. An illegal pitch is called on the next pitched ball. The
batter swings and hits a single and arrives at 1B safely; but on the ensuing throw from '8, R2 is thrown out at
home plate. The PU enforces the illegal pirch rule, bringing the BR back to bat with a full count and scores R3
and places R2 on 3B.

The bases are loaded with two outs. A batter bats out of order and hits a pitched ball, clearing the bases. The BR
tries to stretch his double into a triple and is tagged out sliding into third base for the third out. The teams’ switch
positions, but before a pirch is thrown, the team coming to bat appeals that the last batter had batted out of order.
The PU agrees. No runs score.

The batter hits a pitched ball in the air to the deepest part of the ball park. The BU goes out and assuming that
the ball will leave the park signals homerun. The BR sees the home run call and slows up going around second.
The ball falls in fair territory, is picked up by the ficlder, who throws ball to F6 who relays the ball to the catcher.
The BR is called out on a close play at the plate. Since the BU’ crror put the runner in jeopardy he is put back at
third base.
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Answer all questions by filling in the appropriate circle
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